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Employment and Training Administration, Labor § 661.290 

States, may designate the State as a 
single local workforce investment area 
State. (WIA sec.116.) 

§ 661.260 What are the requirements 
for automatic designation of work-
force investment areas relating to 
units of local government with a 
population of 500,000 or more? 

The requirements for automatic des-
ignation relating to units of local gov-
ernment with a population of 500,000 or 
more and to rural concentrated em-
ployment programs are contained in 
WIA section 116(a)(2). The Governor has 
authority to determine the source of 
population data to use in making these 
designations. 

§ 661.270 What are the requirements 
for temporary and subsequent des-
ignation of workforce investment 
areas relating to areas that had 
been designated as service delivery 
areas under JTPA? 

The requirements for temporary and 
subsequent designation relating to 
areas that had been designated as serv-
ice delivery areas under JTPA are con-
tained in WIA section 116(a)(3). 

§ 661.280 What right does an entity 
have to appeal the Governor’s deci-
sion rejecting a request for designa-
tion as a workforce investment 
area? 

(a) A unit of local government (or 
combination of units) or a rural con-
centrated employment program grant 
recipient (as described at WIA section 
116(a)(2)(B), which has requested but 
has been denied its request for designa-
tion as a workforce investment area 
under §§ 661.260 through 661.270, may ap-
peal the decision to the State Board, in 
accordance with appeal procedures es-
tablished in the State Plan. 

(b) If a decision on the appeal is not 
rendered in a timely manner or if the 
appeal to the State Board does not re-
sult in designation, the entity may re-
quest review by the Secretary of Labor, 
under the procedures set forth at 20 
CFR 667.640(a). 

(c) The Secretary may require that 
the area be designated as a workforce 
investment area, if the Secretary de-
termines that: 

(1) The entity was not accorded pro-
cedural rights under the State appeals 
process; or 

(2) The area meets the automatic des-
ignation requirements at WIA section 
116(a)(2) or the temporary and subse-
quent designation requirements at WIA 
section 116(a)(3), as appropriate. 

§ 661.290 Under what circumstances 
may States require Local Boards to 
take part in regional planning ac-
tivities? 

(a) The State may require Local 
Boards within a designated region (as 
defined at 20 CFR 660.300) to: 

(1) Participate in a regional planning 
process that results in regional per-
formance measures for workforce in-
vestment activities under title I of 
WIA. Regions that meet or exceed the 
regional performance measures may re-
ceive regional incentive grants; 

(2) Share, where feasible, employ-
ment and other types of information 
that will assist in improving the per-
formance of all local areas in the des-
ignated region on local performance 
measures; and 

(3) Coordinate the provision of WIA 
title I services, including supportive 
services such as transportation, across 
the boundaries of local areas within 
the designated region. 

(b) Two or more States may des-
ignate a labor market area, economic 
development region, or other appro-
priate contiguous subarea of the States 
as an interstate region. In such cases, 
the States may jointly exercise the 
State’s functions described in this sec-
tion. 

(c) Designation of intrastate regions 
and interstate regions and their cor-
responding performance measures must 
be described in the respective State 
Plan(s). For interstate regions, the 
roles of the respective Governors, State 
Boards and Local Boards must be de-
scribed in the respective State Plans. 

(d) Unless agreed to by all affected 
chief elected officials and the Gov-
ernor, these regional planning activi-
ties may not substitute for or replace 
the requirements applicable to each 
local area under other provisions of the 
WIA. (WIA sec. 116(a).) 
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